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EDITORIAL NOTES 


THE MYSTICAL TREND OF SCIENCE 
A Discussion of the views of Sir Arthur Eddington as given in his 
New York Times interview, reported in the N. Y. Times Magazine 
for Sunday October 9th, 1932. 


By THE EDITOR 

The subjoined Discussion is offered as a supplement to Dr. Tanagra’s 
paper, a translation of which appeared in the September issue of this Journal. 
The subject as presented by Eddington seems to have a distinct bearing upon 
certain aspects of psychic research and hence it appears to call for examina- 
tion. 

THE OLD MECHANIST VIEW TRANSCENDED 

The observation of physical law by the Victorian scientists brought with 
it the concept of a rigid chain of causality in all phenomena of nature; a 
determinism which left no scope for the operation of any new factor of 
choice or freewill. All sequences, all process, appeared mechanical and the 
product of necessity. “If man seemed to stand apart and to exercise free- 
will, it was because he is a much more complicated machine than a solar 
system’. But he too, in the end, would yield to Nature’s laws. The physical 
atoms, first believed to be the ultimate indivisable unit of matter, real, 
objective, and substantial, was later conceived as a miniature solar system, 
in which electrons—again definite objects—revolved around a central nucleus. 
This theory gave for a time some further vitality to the mechanistic 
hypothesis. 

Then came Planck’s revolutionary discovery that instead of revolving in 
predictable paths, like planets around a sun, these electrons leaped in- 
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stantaneously from one orbit to another, radiating energy in the act. These 
leaps were observed to be governed by no law. Each electron would seem 
to have a will of its own, or, as one scientist said ‘as if it could make the 
calculations necessary for it to radiate’. In this fact lay a principle which 
shook the very foundations of determinism. Cause and effect ceased to have 
a place in atomic physics. And from the behavior of the electrons it fol- 


lowed logically that the same indeterminate principle must apply to the uni- 
verse at large. 


* * F KF 


There is one possible theory on which to account for this anomalous 
behavior of the electrons. It traverses the mechanistic view, since it transfers 
the origin and cause of all atomic motion to a dimension outside the three 
dimensions of physical space. We may illustrate it thus. Assume for a mo- 
ment a plane universe, in which all life, all motion, acts within the in- 
finitesimal thickness of a surface film, and even the meaning of ‘thickness’ 
is unknown and inconceivable to the dwellers in the film. Cause and Effect 
would be motions applying to all processes and sequence of motions within 
the film. But if a rotary wheel with tiny paddle-blades moved along the 
surface of the film, as though on water, then the successive dipping of the 
paddles in the substance of the film would cause a sequence of apparently 
unrelated and inconsequent disturbances, each one creative of undulations of 
a nature quite mysterious from the point of view of the film-dweller. 


* * KF KF 


Planck’s discovery might, if viewed in this way, prove evidential of a 
general transfer of Causality from the physical to an ultra-physical universe 
of whose nature we know nothing, and of which we can not predicate any 
rigid determinism. 

For arguing now from a two- to a three-dimensional universe, which 
ours appears to be, and, phenomenally speaking, zs, we can easily see that 
the interference of causal processes from a fourth dimension would quite alter 
and annul the habitual sequence of cause and effect in the physical world. 
These anomalous forces entering from a superior dimension would be un- 
predictable and each one would generate a new and unexampled sequence. 


II. 


Sir Arthur Eddington makes a strong point of the necessity of regard- 
ing man, and man’s mind and consciousness, as a fact in Nature, integrally 
related to all natural phenomena. He points out that the appearance of 
conscious life on our little globe—a small cool globe which is not part of 
the normal scheme of blazing suns and incandescent nebulae—is no more to 
be regarded as a mere chance event than the fact of Nature’s prodigality in 
the scattering of innumerable seeds—a few of which may germinate whilst 
most are lost. ‘‘Perhaps” he says “we are not the only race that knows the 
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mystery of consciousness . . . Science is an attempt to set in order the facts 
of experience. But there is something that comes before experience. Before 
we build a science we must ask of its facts and theories:—Are they true? 
If we go right back to the beginning, we must recognize that there is some- 
thing in the world to which it matters intensely that beliefs shall be true. 
Having settled that, we invite science to collect and arrange the facts or 
truths of experience. We are typical custodians of certain qualities or 
illusions that make a great difference in the significance of things. We dis- 
play Purpose in a world of chaos. When we ask what is the truth about 
ourselves, remember that zt 7s we who do the asking.” To Eddington, Man 
is of cosmic significance because, through his consciousness, he comes in 
contact with nature and at times fancies that he dimly sees something of the 
plan. .- 


* *£ *&€* &€ 


If then, man’s consciousness is ‘to be thought of as part of nature, and 
having a real contact with the physical order of things, and at the same 
time superior to the mechanism of natural law and the routine of cause 
and effect, we begin to see the light of a possible operation of consciousness 


having an attribute of freewill capable of influencing and controlling material 
substance. 


The forces of mind and will which energize the brain would thus no 
longer be referable to any physical process within the cells of the brain, but 
to an extra-physical series of superior causes influencing the routine of the 
brain-mechanism in a manner altogether beyond the plane of determinism 
and not bound by any mechanistic laws. 

All this is strictly in line with Sir Oliver Lodge’s hypothesis of an extra- 
physical origin of the energies manifesting in matter. With him, as is well- 
known, the ether is assumed as the vehicle of all original dynamic potencies. 
Entering matter, they become mechanized and follow mechanical laws: but 


in their free state they are not subject to any law that the physicist would 
recognize as mechanical. 


MATTER AS SYMBOL 


“Theoretical physicists’ says Eddington “are dragging to light, as the 
basis of all phenomena that come within their province, a scheme of symbols 
linked by mathematical equations . . . a skeleton scheme of symbols . . . But 
no one believes that what is omitted has no existence. The skeleton of 
symbols cries out to be filled. But it cries out in vain to Physics. Physical 
science has no way of clothing the skeleton or filling it out. It cannot give 
us the whole truth. We must go back to consciousness—the only place to 
which we can turn. There we find other stirrings, other revelations. Are 


these true or false? We can answer only according to our conviction. Rea- 
soning fails us altogether.” 
* * & * # 
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Let us try to picture to ourselves what is implied by this ‘skeleton’ series 
of symbols manifesting to our eyes as physical substance in particles apparently 
discrete and separated by an invisible and unmanifest medium. 

The gradual perfecting of the microscope has revealed in living tissues 
an symmetry of organism more and more complex as it approaches the in- 
finitesimal. There comes at last a point at which the magnitude of the detail 
in the structure is developed to an extent that precludes any further or more - 
intimate definition, because the light-rays cannot be focussed with precision, 
but are refracted and the image lost. What is seen of the structure is there- 
fore a skeleton and a symbol and there is no way of clothing it except by 
the use of our reasoning in inference from what is already known of the 
skeleton structure. But it is certain that between the features registered by 
the microscope and available to photographic record, there must be a more 
subtle and delicate organism linking together in one coherent structure the 
whole fabric of the tissues under examination. 

The fibrillae in the blood-stream appear as a chain of minute globular 
objects. To the eye, these appear disconnected, though following the chain 
in obedience to some unseen control. These corpuscles again are symbols 
of an unknown structure. 

In the science of acoustics there are sound-waves which so nearly 
synchronize that they alternately reinforce and neutralize one another. Hence 
the ear has the impression of throbs or beats or sound alternating with 
intervals of silence. But the silence which supervenes when the wave-motions 
neutralize one another does not imply to the physicist that either of the 
generative undulations are destroyed, for he knows that they emerge from 
this neutral condition unaffected, presently to reinforce one another as before. 
Hence the silence, featureless and unmanifest, is for him just as much a field 
of energy as the period of intensest resonance. The beats of sound, then, 
are symbols of a process of a continuous nature which cannot be detected 
by the sense. Yet the mind knows something of the clothing which must be 
added to fill out the symbol. 


* * KF *K 


As to the unmanifest ‘entity’ which lies behind the visible symbols of the 
physical universe, Eddington says ‘““We cannot answer in terms of leaping 
electrons, tensors, or mathematical equations. So when we seek the meaning 
in consciousness, we find that it is about a spirit within which Truth has its 
shrine. These stirrings of consciousness are greater than our individual per- 
sonalities. Religion presents this side of experience as a matter of everyday 
life. We have to grasp it in the form of familiar recognition and not as a 
series of abstract scientific statements. If God is a part of everyday life, it 
does no harm to speak and think of Him unscientifically, whatever the 
philosophic critics may say’. As to whether this God has any objective 
existence, he is quoted as saying: “Subjective and objective—what do we 
mean by the terms? The distinction between them is not so sharp as it once 
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was. Every theory of the universe is subjective, for all its efforts to be ob- 
jective. . . Relativity is just as subjective as any theory that preceded it. In 
fact, a relativistic universe is so subjective—so abstract—that only a mathem- 
atical symbol could live in it. In the ‘quantum’ theory, with its leaping 
electrons . . . we are frankly subjective. 

“Probably all natural laws are subjective. I throw a handful of peas in 
a tray. I show that they pack themselves in equilateral triangles. I might 
infer that this arrangement follows a law of nature. It is certainly based on 
observation. Yet I am only imposing something artifical on chaos. The 
whole process is subjective. How much more difficult it is to sift out the 


subjective when we come to a problem of God and a self-knowing con- 
sciousness. 


* *+ *&© & 


“All this” says Eddington’s ‘Times’ interviewer, “might have been said 
by an out-and-out determinist, towards the closing years of the last century. 
But behind it lies the conviction that there is a relation between man’s free- 
dom of will and the inability to explain the behavior of individual atoms 
and electrons by invoking Cause and Effect. In the last century . . . even 
a thinking robot was possible; an artificial man with a mechanical brain. 
But the robot had no more control over its own mind than the scientist who 
made it had over his. Nothing has aroused the ire of determinists more 
than Eddington’s method of disposing of this reasoning. He actually holds 


that the mind can control the atoms of the brain to produce large-scale 
results.” 


* * * * # 

“We cannot’ says Eddington “‘say that the atom has a will of its own; 
but there is this resemblance between the brain and the atom:—There is 
nothing in the physical world to pre-determine what either will do... . We 
cannot toy with individual atoms in the brain: but I believe that the mind 
has the power to affect groups of atoms and even to tamper with the odds 
on atomic behavior. This might be interpreted to mean that Mind controls 
Matter. I prefer to say that the mind has the power to set aside statistical 
laws that hold good in inorganic matter. The course of the world is not 
predetermined by physical laws. It may be altered by the uncaused volitions 
of human beings’. 

MECHANICAL versus TRANSCENDENTAL MIND 


Now if we grant Eddington’s thesis as to the essential freedom of the 
Mind to influence the physical atoms and, by virtue of this influence, to bring 
about mass results for which no physical cause is to be discovered, there 
ensue logically certain most important consequences, if we follow carefully 
the reactions of the human mind and consciousness in their relation to 
material events. It at once strikes us that we see in men two distinct orders 
of mentality, the one bound by those limitations of thought which pertain 
solely to the physical order and are hence aware only of the normal physical 
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sequence of cause and effect; and the other a transcendent order of mind, 
superior to the routine of causes in the physical world, which is constantly 
asserting that superiority and as constantly struggling to establish that 
superior control against the vis inertiae of the brain as the organ of physical 
thought and the slave of its routine or habitual mode of consciousness. The 
first or inferior order of mind would tend not only to follow the routine of 
nature, but to believe in its universal dominance. It would leave men always 
the slaves of circumstance both consciously and actually. Such men—and 
the thinkers of the Victorian era were mostly at this level—would naturally 
and inevitably adhere to the old groove of fatalistic or mechanistic thinking, 
for the simple reason that their minds had not expanded into the sphere of 
causeless consciousness and will. But in the case of those who have developed 
a mode of transcendental thought and awareness, there would be an increas- 
ing consciousness of the reality and the power of Freewill and Self-deter- 
mination which would tend more and more to affect the polarity of the brain- 
particles, thus creating in the physical consciousness itself new modes of 
volition which would finally impose themselves upon all the events and 


processes of physical life and thus change the face of nature by creating a 
new spiritual and material order. 


* + * £ 


THE SECOND LAW OF THERMODYNAMICS 


The interests of astro-physicists is at present centered very largely upon 
this law, which teaches that the universe is ‘running down’ towards an 
ultimate condition of changless stagnation. But the universality of this 
law has been in question of late and the observation of the cosmic rays has 
suggested that a contrary process—one of re-construction or re-creation—is 
at work side by side with the law of dissolution of matter, which, under the 
second law of thermodynamics would disappear in radiation|. Eddington is 
one of those who looks for the regenerative process. He is quoted: in the 
‘Times’ interview as saying: 

“The second law of thermodynamics is fundamental—perhaps 
the most fundamental of our so-called natural laws. I see no logical 
excape from it. Yet it suffers from the drawback that it is in- 
credible. As a scientist I do not believe that the present order of 
things was started off with a bang by some definite action on the 
part of the Creator and then left to chance. Unscientifically, I am 
unwilling to accept the implied discontinuity of the Creator. I-can 


give no reason. It is one of those cases in which science in the last 
resort must abdicate to religious consciousness.” 
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Eddington’s instinct may be unconsciously grounded upon his subconsci- 
ous recognition as a man of science that action and reaction are equal and 
opposite and that there can therefore be no process without its complement. 
The process in its physical aspect may be the only thing physically measurable, 
and its complement may be latent to the senses or to the instruments of 
science since its region of activity comes from a hyper-physical source and is 
in its essence outside physics. Yet its entry into the physical sphere is per- 
haps to be observed, however obscurely, in the phenomenon of the cosmic 
rays. 

The scientific observer is like a man stationed by the exit from a hall. 
He can see all who go out and can keep a tally of them. But the hall has 
many entrances which are not under his eye. He only knows that the hall 
is being steadily refilled with new arrivals, but whence they come he knows 
not, neither can he witness their entry. 

The Brahmanic sages always taught that the universe entered into suc- 
cessive periods of Manifestation (Manvantara) and Latency (Pralaya). 
There were typified as the rhythmic inhalation and exhalation of the Great 
Breath of Brahm, the Creator. We may see here the foreshadowing of a 
future union between the doctrines of a mystical philosophy, venerable in its 
antiquity, and the conclusions of modern science. 


* * *€ ££ 


THE NOTION OF SURVIVAL 


By Sm OLIVER LODGE 
(Reprinted from the London ‘Spectator’ of Feb. 14, 1931) 


There is nothing really perturbing in the fact which has so far been 
disinterred and is being rendered more and more probable by the investiga- 
tions of Psychical Research—namely, that the life of human beings is not 
limited to its association with a material organism. The nature of life is 
unknown; but it is clearly a guiding and directing principle, which operates 
on matter, subject to the conservation of energy and the laws of Physics 
and Chemistry, so as to produce results which otherwise would not have 
occurred. It does this not by interfering with the amount of energy available, 
but by guiding it into unwonted channels. 

We learn about the universe primarily through our senses. ‘Those senses 
we share with the lower animals; and their mechanism is such that they only 
give information about material ‘objects. But matter in itself is quite inert, 
and is unable to do by its own powers a multitude of things which we see 
happening all around us. It is acted on by light, for instance, by electricity, 
by magnetism; its atoms are held together by cohesion; while every particle 
is subject to gravitation. None of these things are explicable by matter 
alone: they all represent the interaction with matter of something which 
operates on it and determines its course: and the tendency of Modern Physics 
is more and more to trace the existence of these agents to the space in 
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between the particles of matter—that is,.to the ether, whose properties when 
known will presumably explain them all. 


All the activity we see around us is due to the interaction with matter 
of one of these influences. Matter is able to do nothing but move, or 
rather to be moved, and that is all we are able to do to matter. It does 
nothing of itself; but we can act on it through our muscles, so as to shift 
its position, or change its speed and direction of motion. We cannot even 
Strain matter; for when we wind up a spring we are straining, not the 
particles of matter, but the uniting mechanism, whatever it may be, that 
holds the particles together. We are only altering the configuration of the 
particles of matter. The potential energy thus stored is stored in the ether. 
Matter is completely inert; it takes the path of least resistance, and moves 
as it is compelled. 


When matter is electrified or magnetized, it has the added property of 
being acted on from a distance; and this property we know is due to the 
agency of the field which surrounds it. When matter is animated, it appears 
to have a self-moving power of its own. There is a school which seeks to 
forsake all analogies, and find the reason for this apparently spontaneous 
movement in some new property of matter, so that animated matter behaves 
differently from inorganic matter. This materialistic view is becoming 
negatived by the progress of science. I hold that animated matter differs 
in no respect from ordinary matter, but that, as in all other cases, it is acted 
on by something not material, which determines its behaviour. 


A magnetic field when it ceases to be operative does not go out of 
existence; it merely shuts or closes up, so that its activity disappears from 
our ken. This is characteristic of all physical forces; they never go out of 
existence, though when they cease to act perceptibly upon matter they dis- 
appear from observation: it is by the behaviour of matter alone that they 
are studied. The motions of matter are not spontaneous, but are a sign an 
index, a demonstration, of something which is causing them to behave in that 
way. 

I say it is only reasonable to apply that experience to life also, and to 
hold that when life ceases to operate on matter it has not gone out of ex- 
istence, but can no longer be observed. Its association with matter has given 
it the opportunity, not only of displaying itself but also of acquiring an 
individuality or character of its own, in partial isolation from the rest; and 
thus the higher animals have acquired a consciousness and a memory, and 
their actions to some extent are controlled by the future, in a way which it 
has been the task of Biology and Psychology and Psychical Research to 
investigate. 

It is found that under certain conditions it is possible to tap this memory, 
by letting it operate on some other organism, much as we tap etheric waves, 
when we experience them by the mechanism of a wireless set, and interpret 
them into speech or music. Without an instrument they make no impression 
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on our senses, and are unknown; but their instrumental detection is now a 
simple affair of pure physics. The instrument in a psychical case is usually 
a human organism, called a medium, able and willing to lend itself so as 
to be controlled by some intelligence not it own. That such control should 
be possible is not obvious, but I assert that it is a fact of observation. And 
taking the whole of physical analogies into account, the fact is only perturb- 
ing to those who imagined that the familiar actions of matter were due to 
its own powers, and did not require the intervention of anything in space. 
The brain has always to be stimulated into activity by a mental process. To 
those who follow all the developments of Modern Physics, the operation of 
tapping the memory and the minds of those who have left their material 
organisms is an interesting development, but contains nothing startlingly new 
or incredible. To accept it as fact merely requires that we shall have minds 
open enough to consider the evidence for what it is worth, and come to 
some definite and rational conclusion about it. If the fact is so, a rational 
explanation is sooner or later sure to be forthcoming. It only sounds revolu- 
tionary and surprising because we have not yet got used to the idea. 


**e eK H 


THE MARGERY MEDIUMSHIP 
BULLETIN XVIII of the BOSTON S.P.R. 


(Received for publication on behalf of the Research Committee Nov. 7, 1932. Ed:) 

Readers of The Journal will recall a statement published in the July 
1932 number (vol. XXVI. pp.266-268) regarding an alleged discovery by 
Mr. E. E. Dudley that some of the thumb-prints in wax, alleged to have been 
produced as his own by “Walter” through the Margery mediumship, were 
in fact identical with those of a living man. In that statement it was 
announced that upon the disclosure by Mr. Dudley of his alleged discovery 
(which was in March 1932) the Society immediately began an active in- 
vestigation of the matter and that the results of such investigation would be 
fully reported when the work was complete. The investigation of the whole 
matter has been pressed with as much expedition as possible and in due time 
the subject will be fully presented to our readers. 

As stated in the July number, the Society had declined to publish an 
article by Mr. Dudley offered on June 13th, setting forth his claims. Although 
the traditional and announced position of the Society has always been that 
responsibility for material accepted for publication rests entirely with the 
writers of the articles published, the Society does not thereby escape from 
the duty of using responsible discretion and judgment in respect to what it 
shall or shall not publish and the time for publication. Its decision in such 
matters may, of course, be sound or unsound in any given particular instance, 
but it is certain that in every case its action will be criticised and condemned 
by some persons or some group of persons who happen, disinterestedly or 
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otherwise, to disagree with the decision. Mr. Dudley’s alleged discovery may 
be of great importance in the history and interpretation of the Margery 
mediumship, or it may be mistaken or insignificant and of no permanent 
value. Mr. Dudley himself naturally attaches extreme importance to the 
matter and his eagerness to publish his views and the evidence he feels 
supports them, has found accommodation in Bulletin XVIII of the Boston 
S.P.R. recently issued. Mr. Arthur Goadby and Mr. Hereward Carrington 
also contribute to the Bulletin articles discussing the matter. 

It is not our intention at this time to discuss the merits of the question 
raised by Mr. Dudley or to review the contents of this brochure, but rather 
to reiterate the purpose announced in July to publish the results of our in- 
vestigation with all relevant and material evidence, when the work has been 
completed. Our readers may meanwhile expect a barrage of hostile criticism 
of the Margery mediumship to break out shortly in various public prints, 
as though set off by the appearance of this Bulletin. This was forecast in 
our July statement. Rumors of a veritable deluge of hostile criticism are 
afloat and evidence is at hand that the channels of private correspondence 
have been used to spread libelous versions of the alleged facts. Psychical 
research has many friends, but more enemies, and no mediumship that ever 
attracted public attention has escaped determined attack. The launching of 
a new attack upon the Margery mediumship, therefore, is not surpiising; but 
all concerned can well await the outcome with confidence that the truth will 
ultimately be made plain. 

Mr. Goadby’s contribution to the Bulletin discloses apparently complete 
satisfaction on his part with Mr. Dudley’s evidence and agreement with his 
conclusions as to what this evidence proves. We do not question Mr. 
Goadby’s right to be so satisfied and convinced, and to announce his views 
through any available channel. Whether the contribution is in fact calm 
and impersonal, as the editor of the Bulletin suggests, is not over-important; 
but Mr. Goadby’s enthusiasm leads him to some extravagance and inaccuracy 
of statement that may suggest a doubt as to his soundness in argument and 
deduction. Mr. Goadby says, for instance, in speaking of Mr. Dudley's 
claim, that the Research Committee has taken 

“over three months to decide a matter which could easily have 

been disposed of in a few hours.” 
The Research Committee has not decided anything except the wisdom and 
necessity of a careful and thoroughgoing investigation of all the facts be- 
fore publishing anything on the merits of the claim, and so announced in 
the July issue of The Journal. Furthermore, neither the Society nor the 
Committee will “decide” the issue raised or any part of it; but no possible 
effort will be spared to assemble, analyze and present to the Society and 
the readers of its publications all the material evidence bearing on the ques- 
tion raised. That the question can be easily disposed of to Mr. Goadby’s 
satisfaction in a few hours may do credit to his intellectual power and 
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scientific accomplishments; but those carrying official responsibility in the 
matter may be pardoned for differing from an amateur student of the sub- 
ject as to the difficulties presented and the proper method of ascertaining 
the truth. Critics, and especially amateur researchers in psychical matters, who 
appeal early and late to “devotion to scientific truth” to support or justify 
their views, may occasionally overlook facts that lie nearer to reality than 
their own emotional allegiance to’a vague ideal or absraction. True science 
never jumps to hasty conclusions or attempts to dispose of any question on 
incomplete data. 

The Editorial Preface to the Bulletin, written, we assume, by Dr. W. F. 
Prince, though bearing no name, compels a comment of general character 
that ought to be made in the interest of fairness and good faith. 

The Preface says that the material is published by the Boston Society. 
“both because of the extreme importance of the evidence dis- 
played and because this evidence would otherwise apparently 
be, to all intents and purposes, suppressed.” 

Mr. Goadby’s article discloses the fact that a statement regarding the mat- 
ter was published in the July number of The Journal, but Mr. Goadby 
carefully refrains from informing his readers that the Society had announced 
in that statement that the entire matter was being thoroughly investigated 
and that a full report would be published when the work was concluded. 
Nowhere in this Bulletin, however, is there any hint that such was the an- 
nounced policy and purpose of the Society. One reading the Bulletin and 
its Preface is left with the inevitable impression that this Society has em- 
barked upon a suppression of evidence relevant to the Margery Mediumship. 
The charge is false. Dr. Prince is too careful and experienced as a contro- 
versialist to be unaware that such an impression would be created and it is 
a fair inference that the creation of such an impression was within the 
definite purpose of the editorial mind. 

As a clergyman turned scientist, or pseude-scientist, Dr. Prince, when 
seeking to expound to others the canons of science and protect psychical 
research from unscientific Philistines might be expected to recall some canons 
of the moral law that are immutable even in the scientific field. “Thou 
shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor’’ is valid for scientists and 
psychical researchers as well as ordinary people. 

ee ee 
she . ANTE-NATAL Foot PRINTS 


In the March number of the Journal we reproduced a photograph of 
the print of a baby’s foot which was obtained in the Margery mediumship 
and was stated by “Walter”, Margery’s control, to be the foot print of a 
baby yet unborn. When the baby was born, as stated in the May Journal, 
its parents refused to allow its foot prints to be taken and they still do so 
refuse. This unfortunate situation leaves that experiment incomplete and 
abortive. In the meantime Walter called attention to the fact that two 
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babies instead of one were involved and after some suggestions stated that 
some of the prints were of this other baby. Its parents cooperated with the 
result that a comparison, altho’ consistent, so far as it went, was not con- 
clusive due to the faintness of the wax prints involved. It is hoped that the 
objections of the parents of the first baby may yet be overcome, so that a 


comparison may be made, and also that Walter will consent to repeat this 
important experiment. 


* * + + 


LE LIVRE DES REVENANTS 
A VERIFICATION 


In our issue for July, on page 284 occurs the name LitLIAN. This is 
given incidentally by the second control. On the following page appears the 
name “LILLY BRINCKERHOFF’, given directly by the seventh control. We 
repeat the substance of the communication: 


C.7. “Litty BRINCKERHOFF. Please make no attempt to communicate until advised.” 
Q. “Can you remember in what part of Bridgeport you lived?” 
C.7. “I never lived there... It was D..... ’s home. I will prepare the way for 


you. I did not have a monument but a beautiful stone seat—circular. Before 
the dying day I got out of my death-bed, donned a pink satin and lace lingerie 
and pink slippers—curled my hair, rouged my face, sent for my children, suf- 
fering the tortures of the damned,—then back to bed and death.” 


ese Ke K 


On the 20th July, Mrs Bigelow received the following letter from Mrs. 


C. Thayer Adams, a member of the A.S.P.R., dated the 19th. 
My dear Mrs. Bigelow: 


“Was the communication from Lilly Brinkerhoff (published in the 
P. R. Journal received today) verified? 


She and I, when young girls, were room-mates at a boarding-school here 
in New York, one winter. The next year she went to another school in 
town, and I to Catonsville, and our friendship gradually died out, shortly 
after her marriage. . . . She was a lovely girl, and things she says are most 
characteristic. After all these years I remember her great fondness for dress, 
and that she was for ever curling very straight golden hair. 

I never met her husband, but knew her father and mother. She was 
an only child and greatly loved. Has there been any mention of them? The 
mother may be still here; but I dimly recollect the passing of her father.” 


* * *.K 


The name of the husband was correctly given in one of the earlier com- 
munications, but was printed under a pseudonym, as its publication might 
have caused annoyance to himself or surviving members of the family. It 
is only necessary here to state that he was a person quite unknown to any of 
the circle, and that the enquiry which led to the verification of his name 


also showed that he would be likely to be most unsympathetic to psychical 
revelations. 














THE DEVELOPMENT OF OCCULTISM INTO 
PARAPSYCHOLOGY 


By BARON VON SCHRENCK-NOTZING 
PART II 
Translated by Beate Friedberger. 


During Du Prel’s lifetime, Munich had become the spiritual center of 
Occultism. His influence was particularly felt also through the literary con- 
tributions of his school. After his death, however, his work was continued 
only in a few unimportant books by Bormann, Deinhardt, and Seiling. 

During the first 12 years of the 20th century occultism disappeared com- 
pletely from science and the press in Germany. 

In his ‘‘Psychiche Studien” and “Ubersinnlichen Welt’’ (Psychical 
Studies, and Supersensual World) General Josef Peter informed the German 
reading audience of all important scientific investigations going on in foreign 
countries, especially Italy (Prof. Morselli with Eusapia Paladino, and Prof. 
Botozzi,) and Russian (Prof. Ochorowicz with Stanislawa Tomczyk). 

The state of indifference changed one year before the war with the 
publication of Wasiliewski’s experimental investigations into “Telepathy and 
Clairvoyance’’, presenting methodically prepared tests with a female medium, 
yielding a majority of positive results. In his theory he maintains that tele- 
pathy and clairvoyance are different activities of the same faculty, which he 
calls panaesthesia. ‘Tischner praises this man’s versatility and systematised 
methods. 

While Wasiliewski’s investigations aroused some interest among scientific 
circles, the work Materialisationphanomene (Phenomena of Materialisation) * 
published by the author (with 150 illustrations, 30 plates, 623 pp. Reinhardt. 
Munchen 1914) caused great antagonism and made the problem of physical 
mediumship the center of discussions. One objected to the fairy tales, 
hallucinations and frauds, for which scientific proofs had to be given. In 
academic circles the idea of a teleplasmic substance emanating from the 
body of a medium and its (ideoplastic) inspiration in a state of trance or 
somnambulism was a monstrous presumption. A critic noted very correctly: 
“Exact science says No; but it has always said no. This recurred as often as 
scientifically founded fact originated from a miracle:—’” 

Still, Dr. Kopff-Berlin’s appraisal of the author's work as a “first-class 
work of a German scientist... .” in the Hamburger Nachrichten of Nov. 
30, 1913 showed that he had truth on his side. 

The purpose of the observations with the medium Eva C. was to exclude 
all other possibilities by the mediumistic act of creation. 





* This article by Schrenck-Notzing was published in 1926. 
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The participants took particular care in the fore-and-after-control of the 
medium: thorough examination of body cavities, genitals, rectum and mouth 
cavity. Before each séance Eva C. had to wear a special séance costume, in 
order to exclude all smuggling of prepared objects for fraudulent purposes. 
The séances took place in red light, the medium sitting behind a curtain; her 
hands were regularly under optical or tactile control and were frequently 
held by the participants during the entire development. 


For the first time photographic pictures were made extensively of the 
products of materialisation. Nine cameras simultaneously photographed the 
optically perceptible phenomena. Close examination of the negative, regular 
survey of the development, strong magnification of the original photographs, 
etc. made possible a thorough, detailed and many-sided study of these strange 
phenomena. 

With the medium Stanislawa P., whose phenomena of materialisation 
were also examined in the author’s laboratory,, the kinematographic method 
was used for the first time, opening suddenly a new field of scientific observa- 
tion with the aid of exact methods of registration. 

During the last years the phenomena of Eva C. could be examined by 
red and white electric hand-lanterns. The development of phenomena was 
observed with open curtains, the immobile body of the medium being visible 
from beginning to end. In general, however, these transitory shapes of mat- 
ter do not resist manual interference. Furthermore, they seem to stand light 
for not more than a few seconds, but to become fluid and dissolve into 
gaseous forms. Numerous tests of this kind yielded always several cubic 
centimeters of residual fluid on the dress of the medium, containing cell- 
detritus, as was found through microscopic and chemical examination. 

The most elemental feature is the appearance of some compound matter 
on the body of the medium. (State of teleplasmic evolution). In the be- 
ginning this matter appeared optically diffused, nebulous, cloudy, like fine 
smoke of gray or white color, phosphorescing or radiant. In the primary 
state of development, decentralised elements appeared to emanate from the 
body of the medium in an amorphous, gaseous, fluid or solid state, whereby 
according to Dr. Selig’s assumption (Materialisations-Phanomena, 2nd ed., 
page 504) a considerable amount of vital energy is liberated with mechanical, 
phosphorescing or luminous effect (Bioluminiscence). Through their con- 
densation teleplasmic shapes originate. There are numerous analogies to the 
qualities and capacities of protoplasm. In the course of stronger develop- 
ment one finally gets the impression of compact, organic tissues or con- 
glomerates with a background design remaining uniform all through the 
observation. During the dissolution of such conglomerates there develop 
fine transparent spiderweblike, veil-shapes with a striped design. 

The sensation caused by this cool, slimy, sticky and comparatively heavy 


matter, reminding one of organized tissue, is comparable to the sensation 
caused by a living reptile on the skin. 
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This partly invisible primordial matter seems to be the material basis 
for telekinetic phenomena. 

With Eva C. teleplasmic shapes develop mostly from her mouth, but also 
from the genitals. The mass seems to penetrate material like steam, to settle 
in form of gray or whitish spots and condense. This matter produced by 
Eva C. shows various processes of growth and phenomena of motion; for 
instance, independent power of motion with change of place: the motions 
themselves are undulating or zig-zag and recall the creeping of a snake. The 
receding of the substance occurs in quick jerky movements towards the body 
of the medium, which evidently reabsorbs the substance (Involution or evolu- 
tion; ascending and retrograde development). The reading of teleplasimc 
substance into the mouth and genitals was affirmed from many sides. It may, 
however, also occur through simple optical disappearance. 

Just as puzzling as the simple phenomena of motion is the state of tele- 
plasmic morphogenesis or metamorphosis. From the substance, perceived 
with the eye as flat, white thick liquid matter, originate fragmentary out- 
growths of bizarre, elementary character of form, recalling the most primitive 


structures of low organisms. Because of their singular character, they were 
called pseudo podia. 


Besides these ramifications there are also differentiated forms, whose 
outer sketchy outlines resemble fingers and hands. Almost always, the shape 
was connected with the plasmic mother-substance, that is, with the body of 
the medium. The forms of che hands are mostly flat like other shapes of 
organs, also frequently plastic; chey may also look like gloves. 

At the climax of development appear developed fingers with nails. Fre- 
quently, one sees only stumps, single fragments of 3 to 4 cm. in length, 
possessing only a 2nd or 3rd phalange. 

The teleplasmic creations are intimately connected with the psychic con- 
dition of the medium, so that Morselli compared them with materialized 
dream images, (oneiric creations of the medium). As is proven by experience 
one may call the products ephemeral, exteriorised sediments,—identifiable in 
certain cases,—of psychic impressions and reminiscenses of the medium. 
Thus the results of ideoplastics, in form of head-fragments, faces and phan- 
toms, are also dependent intimately on the soul-life of the experimental 
subject, on her memory, and on the intensity of the temporarily dominating 
ideas. But all these processes take place in the deepest unconscious tele- 
plasmic mediumship: hence, therefore, ideoplasty is intimately connected 
with cryptomnesia. Thus are explained likenesses, congruencies, identifica- 
tions, as they are proven later through the discovery of their objective models. 

But in this presentation of heads and portraits one finds, as shown in 
the stereoscope, development in relief form of separate features of the face 
and the appearance of hairy parts on a flat background, even of a fully plastic 
modeling of the face, which may finally show all signs of life. We have 
image-like phenomena, plastic forms and temporarily alive body fragments. 
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Also the activity of imagination in the case of those present can influence 
the content of the phenomena. Thus the phenomena of Eva C. can be con- 
ceived as ideoplastic faculty of the medial constitution which is not yet scien- 
tifically examined. 

Thus the facts of perception move from the range of the miraculous, 
of the spiritistic doctrine, into the range of natural laws. The medium is not 
only the unconscious producer of phantasms, but also the psychological source 
of matter for their manifestation to the eye. 


THE BATTLE FOR PHysiCAL PHENOMENA 


These experimental investigations, enlarging the sphere of the spiritual 
beyond its established boundaries, met with strong opposition and lack of 
critical judgment. The author was ridiculed and his social position under- 
mined. Especially Mathilde von Kemnitz stopped the scientific progress of 
his teachings for years to come. He replied several years later with a 
pamphlet of defense ‘The Battle of Phenomena of Materialisation” (Rein- 
hardt, Miinchen, 160 pp.). 

In the second edition of the book “Materialisations-phanomena” (1913), 
one chapter is devoted to matters of hearsay and a paragraph to the ‘Fitel- 
bilder aus der Zeitschrift Mérozr” (Title-pictures from the journal Miroir). 
It was rumored that Eva C. had fraudulently used those pictures for her 
mediumstically created portraits—a perfectly nonsensical charge, which is re- 
futed on the mere basis that not one of the original negatives in question 
contains “Rasterzeichen’’, as they would have had to appear if autotypical 
reproductions had really been exposed. 

By the German daily press and scientific journals, the author was re- 
garded as the victim of a continued illusion. 

Meanwhile the investigations were taken up and re-tested in white light. 
The results confirmed in every point the correctness of the previous findings. 

The World War put a stop to all further discussions. Of importance 
are the investigations of the Committee of the English Society for Psychic 
Research (April-May, 1920) likewise published in the 2nd edition of my 
work. Its general judgment favors the hypothesis of a supernormal character 
of the phenomena and states the absence of any juggling, manipulation, or 
fraud. 

It is a great pity that Rud. Tischner himself summarises his opinion in 
the words “That a sceptic will hardly be inclined to admit the genuineness of 
E. C.’s phenomena”. He did not realize the revolutionary significance of 
these phenomena which were tested and re-tested a hundred times. In all 
circles this Parisian medium was discussed, and although the prevailing at- 
titude was mostly negative, a basis for literary and scientific application of 
paranormal phenomena was established. 

In 1930 the work “Phenomena of Materialization” was translated into 
English by E. E. Fournier d’ Albe (London: Kegan Paul, French, Tribner & 
Co. Ltd. 340 pp.: N.Y., Dutton & Co.) 














THE DEVELOPMENT OF OCCULTISM 411 


One of the most influential antagonists of parapsychology, Dr. Kons- 
tanten Oesterreich, professor of philosophy at the University of Tiibingen, 
condemned the author's (Schrenck-Notzing’s) observations as ‘fraudulent 
manipulations of his subject, who possesses the faculty of voluntarily throw- 
ing up swallowed things.” (Compare: Kemnitz, Moderne Medienforschung, 
(Modern Mediumistic Research) Miinchen, 1914’’). 


In a private correspondence, the author, as a gesture of protest, sent him 
the complete literary and photographic material concerning Eva E. for a 
thorough investigation. Od¢sterreich’s opinion was changed completely, 
especially after observations of his own of paraphysical phenomena with the 
mediums Silbert and Willy Schneider. O0csterreich started soon to defend 
occultism in scientific magazines, in monographs, and in lectures at the 
University of Tiibingen. His first book appeared in 1921, with the title 
“Fundamental Concepts of Parapsychology” (Grundbegriffe der Parapsy- 
chologie, Pfullingen). In his second work (same year, 1921) “Der 
Okkultismus. im modernen Weltbild” (Leipzig 1931, 3rd edition 1923) 
“Occultism in the Modern World Panorama” he gives a survey of all 


phenomena of occultism and confirms the actuality of materialization and 
telekinesis. 


In his “History of Philosophy” (12th edition, revised, and supple- 
mented), Oesterreich treats the principal parapsychic problems scientifically. 
He pays tribute to Schrenck-Notzing “the efforts of whose compelling and con- 
vicing conditions of observation leave no doubt as to the genuineness of 
materialisation and telekinesis”. 


Oesterreich being recognized for his philosophic works in scientific circles 
and as the first representative of the alma mater to offer a frank recogni- 
tion of parapsychology or paraphysics, was severely attacked by his col- 
leagues. His work, however, signified a decisive step in the development of 
occultism into science, which meant the acquisition of academic-civil rights. 

Some of the other fundamental works of this scientist are: “Phanomeno- 
logies des Ich” (“Phenomenology of the Ego’, Part 1, 1910,) ‘“Einfiihrung 
in die Religious Philosophie’ 1917, (“Introduction to Religious Philo- 
sophy”); a work which took into account the ecstatic conditions of the 
mystics. In his book “Die Bessessenheit’’ (‘‘Possessed State’’ or “Frenzy’’) 
Oesterreich treats a subject much neglected by science.. His “Weltbild der 
Gegenwort” (‘Pictures of the Present World”) emphasizes vitalism and 
parapsychology. A lecture, given in Warsaw “Die Philosophische Beudeu- 
tung der Mediumistischen Phanomena” (‘“The Philosophical Significance of 


Mediumistic Phenomena”) include the animistic and spiritistic theory and 
offers new stimulating ideas. 


A cautious scientist, he deduces the spiritual essence of the world from 
vitalism; the facts of occultism are only a link in this chain and not neces- 
sarily a means of proof for the survival of the soul. 
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Dr. Zeller in his work on the Occultist movemnet in Germany, during 
the years 1920-1925, (“Zeitschrift Der Okkultismus” 1925, Verlag Wittler, 
Bielefeld) believes that the signifiance of Oesterreich’s and the author's 
works can not be easily overrated. Only after these scientists do we have 
a number of others who treat occult problems on the same basis. Prof. 
Hans Driesch, today professor of Philosophy at the university of Leipzig, 
approached occultism on the basis of his vitalistic philosophy. 


In the first edition of his “Philosophy of the Organic” (1905, Engelman, 
Leipzig: 2nd supplemented and improved edition, 1931) he arrived at the 
discussion of the philosophical importance of occultism in his treatment of 
the questions of superpersonality. In his ‘“Wirklichkeits Lehre” (‘“Teaching 
of Reality”) he further enlarges on occult research in his treatment of the 
question of immortality. He writes: “It is ridiculous to mock these efforts 
as is frequent among the Germans; whoever dares to think that these things 
do not exist at all has given up his chance of being heard in serious circles.” 
This refers to the investigation of the British Society for Psychical Research, 


which affirms psychic phenomena of parapsychology, but rejects physical 
mediumism. 


Gradually, his attitude toward paraphysics became more positive, with 
the aid of the meanwhile published literature. After observing personally 
the phenomena of teleplastics and telekinesis in the author’s laboratory, at a 
séance with the medium Willy Schneider, February 20, 1922, he no longer 
doubted the genuineness and objectivity of the phenomena. 


In his “Ordnungslehre” (‘“Teachings of Order’) as well as in the “Grund 
Probleme der Psychologie” (“Fundamental Problems of Psychology, 1926”), 
he discusses in great detail the questions of parapsychology and paraphysics. 

His attitude toward Spiritism is best expressed in the following: “A 
single but 100% certain case proving the manifestations of a dead person 
would mean more to humanity than anything of value achieved by so-called 
culture including philosophy”. 


With Driesch’s development of a positive attitude and the entrance of 
this now preeminent scholar into the ranks of the protagonists, occultism de- 
finitely rose to the rank of an official science, where it will abide as para- 
psychology. 

Driesch’s great merit was especially appreciated by the Society for Psy- 


chical Research, who elected him president; he was the first German to enter 
this office. 


Dr. Zeller considers Driesch to be the most significant representative 
of vitalistic views of our time. According to him the bearer of vital and para- 
psychological phenomena is “entelechy’,—life force, as it was called before, 
an individual force of nature of intelligent or quasi-intelligent kind, as ex- 
pressed in his ‘Philosophie des Organischen” (“Philosophy of the Organic’’). 
“This mental potency must be conceived as pre- and post-existent, because 
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it cannot be explained from matter alone. Whether the individual soul lives 
on consciously, can not be determined from the facts of occultism’’. 


Of particular importance to the history of occultism is the late Berlin 
engineer Fritz Grunewald. Since 1906 he had occupied himself with 
mediumism. In 1920 appeared his first work “Physical Mediumistic Investiga- 
tions” (Verlag Pfullingen), which may be termed one of the most im- 
portant works of the last decade. 


His exceptional physical and constructive talent and his conviction that 
physical phenomena of the medium should become independent of the senses 
and should be registered by self-recording apparatus, led him to build the 
first parapsychological laboratory in Germany. With the help of a rich in- 
dustrialist of Denmark, Grunewald movel his entire laboratory to Copen- 
hagen and demonstrated it to the scientists of all countries on the Congress 
of Parapsychologists in 1921. 


His technical measurements for the objective study of the phenomena 
became exemplary for the future. Of particular significance is the construction 
of a highly sensitive analytical scale with photographic registration. Further- 
more he investigated into ferro-magnetism in the human being (change of 
magnetic intensity through the impulse of the will), the improved imitative 
construction of the attempted scale of Crookes, the test of electrical con- 
ductivity of materialised luminating substances (measurement of the state of 
their ionization), and made studies of pendulum movements and deflection 
of the magnetic needle through proper media (experimental persons). Final- 
ly, the construction of mirror-galvanometers attached to scales for phantom 
and medium and for telekinetic table-raising, etc. 


The author was able to retest successfully the Crawford scale test with 
Grunewald in the latter’s laboratory. The curve of the results was graphic- 
ally registered. One of the most important results offered by this scholar 
was the physical and physiological proof of the point of ex7t of the luminat- 
ing emanation in the process of materialisation, which coincides with the 
findings of the author and Mme. Bisson. According to Grunewald, the 
medium’s body must be filled with a spiritual-bodily form, whose parts take 
on ferro-magnetic qualities under certain conditions and may be objectively 
traced. All this he imagines to be like a spiderweb spread over all directions 
of the room, whose threads are represented by lines of magnetic force. 
(Psychical Studies 1922, Part 2, pp. 45-83). Grunewald’s main media were 
Johannsen, Einar, Melsen, Guzik, Frau Rasmussen, and Michelsen. After 
his death the experiments with Frau Rasmussen were continued by the phy- 
sicist Professor Winther in Copenhagen. 

The last publication of our scientist appeared 1925 in Ullstein’s “Wege 
Zum Wissen” (Ways to Wisdom) under the title “Der Mediumismus” 
(Mediumism), a popular introduction to paraphysics. Shortly before his 
death he examined the ghost of Talpha near Czernowitz in Rumania. 
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Grunewald’s work lives on in his research institutes in Paris, Vienna, 
London, Berlin and Munich. 

THE OPPONENTS 

First among the opponents of newer occultistic research ranks Geheimrat 
Dr. Max Dessoir, and Professor of Philosophy at the University of Berlin 
with his first-class work “Jenseits der Seele”, (“Beyond the Soul”) 1917, 
now in its fifth edition. In Gustave Hartlaub (Zur Kritik der Gehecim- 
wissenschaft Der Leuchter’’, Darmstadt 1920, Seite 232) we have an ap- 
propriate criticism of Dessoir’s viewpoint. “The author is eager to uncover 
fraud and self-deception . . . and to trace real phenomena back to natural 
causes. He has to admit, however, . . . an inexplicable ‘remainder’ of 
something . . . and his otherwise scientific objective treatment turns into 
unscientific embarrassment and blindness. . . .” 

His negative one-sideness benefits, furthermore, by his imagination. In 
a séance with Eusapia Paladino, conducted by the author (Schr. N.) a black 
outgrowth becomes a “‘staff’” or a “hook”, although an immediately ensuing 
physical investigation showed nothing of the kind*. 

Dessoir admits in his essay “Leben die Toten?” (“Do the Deceased 
Live?) that he “imputes fraudulent motives to the mediums without a de- 
finite basis’. To Eva C. he imputes “regurgitation” in contradiction to the 
experiences of all other scientists. ; 

Dessoir’s tendencious style ignores positive material as far as possible 
and underlines apparently negative instances. All of his scientific reputation 
is today based on his combating occultism without any objective tests of the 
experimentation material in question. 

Dr. Moll’s viewpoint resembles Dessoir’s except for his greater honesty 
and the sharper, and even rougher, tone with which he combats all occultism 
and especially physical phenomena. 

His pupil, the nerve specialist Dr. Richard Baerwald, proceeds on the 
same lines despite some compromises with telepathy (Okkultismus und Spirit- 
ismus. Deutsche Buchgemeinschaft, 1926). 

Moll is a typical representative of the fanaticism of exactitude. Among 
his attacks, however, the one against the subsequent write-ups of séances 
is thoroughly justified on the basis that they permit the danger of retroactive 
deception of memory. His also is a one-sided negativistic attitude with 
which he systematically ignores the overwhelming number of positive results 
and misunderstands and frequently misquotes other authors. His prestige of 
30 years standing would suffer from concessions to the positive side of the 
question. 

FUNDAMENTAL INVESTIGATIONS IN THE FIELD OF PsyCHICAL PHENOMENA 

Richet’s ‘‘Psychical Telepathy and Clairvoyance” ‘‘Psychische Fern- 
witkung and Hellsehen” (1891) and Wasiliewski’s attempts on the same 


* Quoted from Schrenck-Notzing, “‘Die nevere okkultismus forschung im Lichte der Gegner’’ in 
“*Materialisations-experimente mit M. Franek Kluski’, Mutz, Leipsig (1922). “The Newer 
Occultistic Research in the Light of Its Opporeits’” in “Phenomena of Materialisation with 


Franek Kluski’’). 
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subject (1913) were followed by a smaller work, the medical dissertation 
of Max Hopp in which arrives at a complete rejection of metagnomy. 

The year 1919 marks an essential step forward in the parapsychological 
works of Chowrin and Tischner. The observation of Chowrin (the Russian 
doctor for the insane) with Fraulein M. (32 years old, suffering from grande 
hysteria) are recognized by Tischner and even by Moll as among the most 
carefully set-up and most thoroughly described existing in scientific literature. 
The doctrine of the qualities of perception was carefully considered in the dis- 
cussion of inadequate stimulus of the senses. 


At the same time the Munich eye-specialist, Dr. Rudolph Tischner, - 


published his parapsychological work called “Telepathie und Hellsehen: 
(clairvoyance) Experimentell-theoretische Untersuchungen” (investigations), 
(Bergmann, Wiesbaden), and thereby joined the circle of parapsychologicai 
scientists among whom he today occupies a leading position. Tischner’s work 
offers methodical experimental investigations of the actuality of telepathy 
and clairvoyance, or psychometry, as well as a thoroughly exhaustive theoret- 
ical view, with a rejection of the so-called ‘brain-rays’ hypothesis. Richet, 
Wasiliewski, Chowrin and Tischner have contributed fundamental works for 
the study of psychical telepathy. In 1920 appeared Tischner’s small work on 
the clairvoyant (somnambulist) Ludwig Aub. (Leipzig). In 1921 followed 
another pamphlet “Introduction to Occultism and Spiritism’” (Bergmann, 
Wiesbaden) and a book “Monism and Occultism’” (Mutze, Leipzig) in 
which Tischner proves the uztenability of monistic and positivistic ideas in the 
field of occultism. 

Tischner also contributed to the historical side of our field and initiated 
monographic editions of Zéllner’s experiments with Slade (Fourth Dimension 
and Occultism, Mutz 1923) and of William Crookes’s experiments with the 
medium Florence Cook (Mutze, Leipzig, 1923). In 1925 appeared a pre- 
sentation of “The Medium D. D. Home: Investigations and Observations 
after Crookes, Butlerow, Varley, Aksokow and Lord Dunraven” (Mutze, 
Leipzig, 1923). Tischner’s most comprehensive work is a conscientious and 
critical summary of the occultistic literature from 1840-1923, published in 1924: 
a continuation of Dr. Ludwig’s “History of Occult Research up to the middle 
of the 19th Century” (published in 1922). It is characterized by absolute 
reliability of his sources, completeness and deep insight into his material, 
and presents an indispensable reference along with the historical works of 
Kiesewetter and de Vesme. Another mentionable study of the same author 
appeared in 1925 “Telepathy and Mesmerism’” (Verlag Bergmann, Wies- 
baden) in which he communicates his own experiments on exteriorisation of 
the sensibility in De Rochas’ sense. Tischner’s book is supplemented by 
his many articles in scientific magazines, by his fertile instructorship in 
form of course, lectures, etc. A thoroughly critical scholar, he fully deserves 
the confidence which he enjoys even from his opponents. 


(to be continued) 
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SOME INTIMATIONS OF REINCARNATION? 


By LEICESTER FOULK KENT 


All along the line of psychical research it is necessary to fortify each 
step of investigation with as much positive proof as possible, and I fully 
realize that in the cases I am about to cite it is impossible to so fortify my 
statements. Frankly, I do not know exactly just what the implications of 
these intimations really are. Once I dared to take them to a psycho-analyst 
merely out of curiosity, and, even though he nearly had apoplexy in trying 
to rationalize them to my satisfaction, he did not do it. So I simply ask the 
reader to believe me when I say that I have not imagined these experiences. 
They are not the result of a wish-fulfilment complex, and they are most 
emphatically not a result of pre-conceived later-life ideas and study. In the 
telling of these experiences I am quite honest and truthful. That is the 
only proof that I have to offer, unless by an chance there should be numbers 
of other people who can as truthfully as I can offer experiences of this same 
sort. 

I will have to preface my story by a brief biographical sketch, for you 
see I want to clear the field of as many objections as it is humanly possible 
to do. 

I was born in 1894 of English ancestry. My father, who is still living, 
at the time of my birth was engaged in a type of professional engineering 
work that kept him away from home a considerable part of the time. I 
have three brothers, all living, all older than myself, there being nearly ten 
years difference in age between myself and the next brother. I have no sisters. 
During the year 1894 my oldest brother’s health failed, and my father 
bought a country place in a Quaker farming community in the eastern part 
of Pennsylvania. We moved to this farm when I was about six months old. 
In the year 1896 my oldest brother regained his health to such an extent 
that he went back to school. My next eldest brother entered training on the 
Pennsylvania school ship “Saratoga”, and my next brother went away to 
preparatory school. This left my mother, an aunt, and myself at home 
alone for a good part of the time. 


My reason for bringing all this in is to do away with the idea that, 
if it had been possible, my brothers or my father might have told me the 
first experience that I am about to speak of, and that it had made such an 
impression on my young mind as to cause it to occur as often as it did. This 
argument, I think, will not hold water. My mother was a Quaker. She had 
very decided ideas as to how a child should be trained. She was just as 
careful concerning the thoughts and ideas that went into her son’s young 
mind as she was of the food that went into his stomach. Under no circum- 
stances was anyone permitted to tell of historical or fictitious instances or 
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experiences of a frightening character in the presence of her young son. | 
can very well remember that it was not until after my mother’s death when I 
went off to the New York Military Academy that I knew what a ghost story 
was. My mother too had all of the Quaker gentleness and purity of spirit, 
but she was of an iron character when it came to this subject of implanting 
wrong thoughts and ideals in young minds. She would say, “To terrify a 
child of God in any way, by thought, word, or deed, is the work of Satan!” 
As I say, she would never allow anything to be told me that would in any 
way arouse a sense of horror, fear, or dread. Darkness or being left alone 
at night, and so forth, had no terrors for me at all. Therefore, so far as I 
can comprehend, there was absolutely nothing in my very young life that 


would explain the three peculiar experiences that were with me for a number 
of years. 


The first of the three I know began before I was five. I know this be- 
cause an uncle, of whom I was very fond, died during my fifth year, and 
I remember very distinctly having had this vision before that time. How 
long before, I cannot tell; perhaps a year; perhaps longer. And this vision 
continued until my mother’s death in 1903, when I was nine. The vision 
was always the same. It never varied in the slightest degree. It was never 
a dream, and, so far as I can remember, it was not brought on by digestive 
troubles. I was put to bed quite early, about 6:30 in the evening, and with 
the precision of an astronomical time-piece. After getting comfortable, I 
would lie on my back, or side, or stomach, and then quite sudddenly, with- 
out any forerunning indications, the vision would come. I now know that 
it was subjective, but at the time it was as vivid as to appear objective. It 
was as clear and sharp as a photograph. After all of these years I can see 
it as plainly today as I could when it first presented itself to me. You will 


understand that the vision never came during sleep. I was always conscious 


of my surroundings. 


The vision was of a high platform upon which three men stood. Two 
were stripped to the waist and were begrimed with filth. The other was 
decently dressed, and J was that man. I was as sure of it as I am that I am 
now! That man and the little boy in the bed were one and the same per- 
son. I felt, rather than saw, that “our” hands were tied behind “us” and 
that “we” felt no fear at all. Down below this scaffolding or platform there 
were hundreds of people. “We” could not see them as distinctly as the 
men on the platform, but most vividly of all, down on the front rows, where 
individuals were more distinct, there were women, many of them, and they 
were all knitting! That was the vision. Nothing moved in it. Later, when I 
had read Algernon Blackwood’s The Promise of Air, I thought of this vision 
in connection with his description of a photograph—life, for the fraction of 
a split second, stopped, caught, an instant later to rush on again. And the 
moment I tried to see more of it, it faded out and I could not retrieve it. 
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It was gone and would only come again of its own accord. This vision 
came time and again, and it was a/ways the same. 

Please believe me when I say that I had access to no books with any 
such pictures as this in them. I could not read, excepting my own name 
and address, and I know that no one could have had access to me for a long 
enough period to tell me a story with such a description in it that would 
have so impressed me as to cause me to be at one with the man on the plat- 
form, this man whom I felt to be myself. Then too I know, being a person 
endowed with at least common sense, that had I been told anything to bring 
forth that vision, I would have had no trouble in tracing it to its source. | 
would have remembered it as part of a story. It would not have been a still 
motionless, time-caught picture. There would have been a beginning and an 
end, with the personality of the narrator behind the whole, if anyone had 
been able to get by my mother, which I know was next to impossible. 


The second experience, if I may call it that, still remains quite vividly 
in my mind. It occurred during this same period, I think, that the vision 
was coming to me. I was not afraid of death at all—I do not think children 
are, as a rule—but the thought that puzzled me a great deal was this: If I 
should die during sleep, how could I remember who I was? In other words, 
I knew perfectly well, without any theoretical or scientific demonstration, 
that I had a soul, and I knew when my body died that soul would leave my 
body, and the question in my mind was: What name did that body have 
while it was still living on the earth? I solved this difficulty very nicely by 
requesting my mother to write my name on a slip of paper with my address 
attached. I did not tell her, of course, what I wanted it for. Then I would 
pin this slip to my night gown, the idea being that, should my soul leave 
my body any time during the night, I could lean over my dead body, read 
the name and address and know who I was. After that, this problem 
troubled me no more. 


The last experience also came during this same period of my lite. 1 
would seem to sense that my parents and relatives around we were utter 
strangers, that they had built the house in which we lived and the scattered 
farm houses around us to deceive me, to make me believe that they belonged 
to me as my parents, and that I belonged to them. I never was able to get 
this satisfactorily solved, but, of course, in the due course of time, the feeling 
gradually left me—as I became more accustomed to my parents, I suppose. 


I have entitled this sketch “Some Intimations of Reincarnation” with a 
question mark after it. I cannot help but feel that the theory of reincarna- 
tion is the most logical of all theories, but, whether my experiences are 
intimations that I have lived before or whether they have another explana- 
tion, I do not know. I believe that this branch of research has not been so 
very well followed up, and I should very much like to hear of others who 
have had similar experiences if for no other reason than to prove to myself 
that I was not as crazy as the Mad Hatter! 



















































CASE OF A HOROSCOPE PREDICTION 


Given a natural power of clairvoyance, a familiar system of interpretation 
by symbol is always helpful. Our attitude towards modern astrology as a 
method of divination is sufficiently well known. In the following record 
we have a remarkable instance of a premonition of death read with con- 
siderable detail by the aid of astrological symbol. Dr. Cecil E. Reynolds of 
Los Angeles, to whom we are indebted for the notice of the events narrated, 
says in his letter: 


“No one had any inkling that the late Mrs. Reynolds had met any man 
she was interested in, neither did I know it; and Mrs. Reynolds did not en- 
lighten us. These were the exact words uttered by Mrs. Smith, and affidavits 
can be furnished by those present and others with whom it was discussed 
prior to Mrs. Reynolds’ marriage to Dr. Lufkin.” 


ExTRACTS FROM THE Los ANGELES EVENING HERALD, June 25, 1932. 


A new and sinister note today entered the tragic drama surrounding the disap- 
pearance of Mrs. Nora Gardner Lufkin, Los Angeles society beauty and bride of a 
month, in the shark-infested waters off Makena Beach, Island of Maui, in the 
Hawaiian group, when it was learned that island police are questioning more closely 
Caesar Vierra, a cowboy, who, so far as is known, was the last person to see Mrs. 
Lufkin alive. 

With the details of the kidnapping and attack upon Mrs. Thalia Massie, stiil 
fresh in the minds of the people of Hawaii, the police were questioning Vierra as 
to whether or not he had observed any other. persons or any suspicious characters in 
the vicinity on Wednesday, the day when grim tragedy overtook the beautiful young 
bride. 

Vierra told officers that he helped Mrs. Lufkin extricate her automobile when 
it became bogged about 11:30 a. m. Wednesday on the sandy beach. Later, he said, 
he saw the woman enter the water. 

Vierra declared that he left for his near-by home soon after Mrs. Lufkin began 
her swim. 


DEATH HOROSCOPE 


The possibility that Mrs. Lufkin might have first seized on the lonely beach by 
degenerates and later thrown unconscious or dead to the dread tiger sharks was being 
investigated today by the island constabulary. 

And while the police pushed their inquiry into this new and sinister angle Dr. 
Cecil E. Reynolds, noted Los Angeles brain specialist, from whom the lovely young 
society beauty was divorced in February, today revealed a strange and prophetic death 
horoscope cast for his wife shortly before her remarriage. 

The horoscope reading was made by Mrs. Mabel Smith, nationally known as- 
trologist, at Dr. Reynolds’ home at 2064 Ames Avenue, Hollywood, on March 2. 


DETAILS IN WARNING 


Not only did the horoscope sound the death warning, but it revealed 
the details surrounding it—the then Mrs. Reynolds’ coming marriage to 
Dr. Lufkin, the journey “across the water” to a new home, and then— 
death—in blue waters after an automobile ride. 
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As mute evidence of this ominous prophecy Dr. Reynolds today showed a page 
of letter paper on which the lovely blonde, blue-eyed girl had jotted down notes 
as the horoscope was being read—and then, disregarding it, sailed away on her 
honeymoon to the “Paradise Isles’ and to keep her rendezvous with death. 

Foretelling her meeting and coming marriage to a dark man, Mrs. Smith in 
reading the horoscope said: 

“Six weeks from now there will be a great change in your life. You - 
have met a dark man and you will marry him. But if you marry this dark 
man it means the end for you in' 1932. You will die by water with water 
in your body, and your death will come after you have driven in your 
automobile to a still and lonely spot.” 

Present besides Dr. Reynolds and the ill-fated young beauty at the reading were 
a Los Angeles druggist and his wife and two prominent Los Angeles men. 

Shortly after the reading Mrs. Lufkin called Mrs. Smith by phone and asked her 
if there was no way for her to escape the fate foretold in the horoscope, Mrs. Smith 
related. 


Stars Do Not COoMPEL 


“I told her yes, that the stars only inclined and did not compel and that she 
could escape this fate by not marrying in 1932, and by keeping away from the water 
and being very careful when she was in an automobile,” Mrs. Smith said today. 

But the young woman laughed over the phone and said: 

“Oh, I can’t do that, [Il have to chance it.” 

So she sailed away to the islands—to a honeymoon home on Kula, 

Island of Maui—to death, in the shark-infested waters off Makena- Beach— 

one of the few places in the islands where sharks have ever been known to 

be seen. 

And today only the little half-chewed remnant of a dainty bathing slipper, cast 
up on the beach yesterday by the lazily ebbing and flowing tide, remain. 

Dr. Reynolds adds in a postscript to his letter of June 26th, the follow- 
ing: 

“At a reading given me weeks earlier than aforementioned, Mrs. Smith 
told me of Nora’s coming demise. I ignored it and dismissed it from my 
mind.” 

* 2. 6 2 9 


In connection with the above we have received the following affidavits, duly 
sworn before a Notary Public: 

(1). Affidavit of Victoria Magdalen Arrigo, a witness of Mrs. Mabel Smith’s 
prediction and the conversation at the time. (dated July 6th.) 

(2). Affidavit of Frank Arrigo, husband of the last, who was also present. 

(3). Affidavit of Phyllis R. Garrison, another witness. 

(4). Affidavit of Fiilop Voros: also present at the reading on March 2nd. 


All these witnesses bear out in detail the account given by our contributor, Dr. 
Cecil Reynolds. 






















































THE CONTINENTAL JOURNALS 


The January-February issue of the “Revue Métapsychique’ for 1932 is nearly 
entirely occupied by the second instalment of Dr. and Marcel Osty’s report of their 
experiments with Rudi Schneider. (Cf. this Journal for May 1932, p. 96 ff.) 


M. Maire in the “Chronicle’’ reports an interesting case of spiritual iden- 
tification communicated to the “Dépeche de Toulouse” (January 24th, 1932) by 
Mr. Edmond Haraucourt, the former director of the famous museum of Cluny in 
Paris. In the museum there was a bas-relief with heraldic escutcheon which in 
the catalogue was mentioned at that of the family Vautier-Grandbois. Mr. Haraucourt 
however recognized it to belong to the Scotch family Douglas, one of whose mem- 
bers, James Douglas had been a Maréchal de France and fought for Louis XIV 
in the beginning of the 17th century. Louis XIV had erected a tomb for him in 
St. Germain-des-Prés after he had fallen in a battle. Mr. Haraucourt had not men- 
tioned this discovery of his to anybody and was very astonished, when one day in 
1909 a strange lady, announcing herself as Duchess of Douglas, came to him telling 
him she was a psychic and in a table-sitting her ancester James Douglas had told 
her his tomb was mutilated and asked her to go to Mr. Haraucourt, the only person 
who could help him and who had written about him (true, in a poem), and ordered her 
to ask him to repair his tomb. The lady implored him, to do so and he had the 
relief restored to the tomb. 


Another case (from “‘L’Eclaireur du Soir’, Nice, May 29th 1931) narrates 
how a fellow-sailor manifested with coarse language at a table-sitting in the 
family of a captain with whom he had been on the same ship and whom he 
had tried to kill from jealousy thirty years earlier. Dr. Cipriani (cf: this Journal, 
May issue, p. 132) has now published a report on his investigation of the Zulus 
(‘Fra gli Zulu’ in “L’Universo”), from which an extract is given. According to 
Dr. C. the Zulus firmly believe in spirits and sorcerers (um Ngoma) who have a 
spirit-guide (um Lozi) who speaks through the sorcerer or independently with the 
“direct voice’ and gives them advice. With the Baluba (Congo) the spirit is 
supposed to live in and talk from a vase of terracotta. The persons who possess the 
faculty of becoming sorcerers are recognised by other sorcerers and educated by them. 
Dr. C. also found that women who ‘had passed the menopause or young girls who 
had never had children of their own were capable of nourishing babies as soon as 
they placed them on their breast. 


Dr. GERDA WALTHER. 
+ 2s Ss 


The March-April 1932 issue of the “Revue Meétapsychique” contains the con- 
clusion of Dr. and Marcel Osty’s article on his experiments with Rudi Schneider. 

E. Pascal: “The prophecy of the Monk of Padua.” There exists an old list of 
the future Catholic popes by St. Malachie of Bencor (Ireland) about 1595. Here all 
the popes to come “until the end of the world” are designed by a symbol mentioned 
for the first time, which however is rather ambiguous. (E.g.; ‘‘undosus vir” or “‘ignis 
ardens”.) Now in 1898 Roger Listel (pseudonym for Oscar de Poli, an officer of 
Pius IX) published a report in La Revue des Questions Héraldiques, Archéologiques 
et Historiques” (‘Les Prophéties sur les Papes”) in which he quotes a supplement 
to the prophecies of Malachie he got from an old monk of Padua. It begins with 
Benedictus XIV in 1740 and adds the name and an Italian and Latin characteristic 
to the symbols of St. Malachie. The characteristics according to the author are am- 
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biguous too, but it is interesting that it contains the name of each pope, which, as will 
be remembered, is always chosen immediately after his election. Up to 1898 the names 
are right, the names of the three popes elected after the publication in 1898 are 
posed by Listel, yet we have a true precognition of the names of two popes out of 
three that were elected after the article was written. Equally the characteristic is quite 
suitable though perhaps ambiguous. Thus the note on the present pope says: ‘‘Fides 
intrepida’”” (==the symbol of St. Malachie, and the additional note:) “‘et paedida 
immolatio, victoria sancta certissima. Santissimo Padre Pio XI, “Re d’ Italia, Fede ai 
meriti, citta santa.’ Here especially the words ‘Re d’ Italia” taken as “king im (not 
of) Italy could point out the restoration of the Pope’s Territory. The probability of 
explaining this by mere coincidence would be 1/i000 at least: fraud seems unlikely 
(e.g. that the popes should choose the names on the list known to them—they would 
probably choose an older, more renowned document in this case), so this really 
seems to be a case of genuine supernormal precognition. 


]. Tenaille: “Concerning Diviners”’. Against the theory that the movement of the 
pendulum or the rod is caused by involuntary movements of the subject's muscles, 
the author records some experiences of his own with a farmer-diviner in Canada. 
When the rod turned round he asked him to hold it tight, which appeared to be 
rather difficult; then he united his own hands with those of the farmer in order 
to stop the rod, which they succeeded in doing with some difficulty. Suddenly the 
rod again gave a jerk and moved, the wood having come loose of the bark which 
was held by the tightly clasped hands. [N.B. One ought to measure the force used 
in the movements of the rod etc.] Another observation of the author was, that 
lightning with great regularity seemed to strike the ground in certain places that the 
eye could not distinguish from the surroundings, and a diviner told him that they 
contained a crossing of underground veins of water. 


M. Maire in the “Chronicle” reports the case of Mr. A. Martin who is able 
to tell the illnesses of animals with a wooden pendulum and lectured on his faculties 
before the Medical Faculty of Paris. A great part of his diagnoses were confirmed by 
the animal doctors. A Mr. Donato Castelli is able to tell the sex of unborn animals, 
unhatched eggs, etc., with his pendulum, he can also tell the sex of a child to be 
born by passing his pendulum over the photograph of a pregnant woman. (Quote 
from “La Nuova Italia”, January 7th 1932.)—An interesting extract from “Le Matin’ 
of Feb. 11th 1932 and following days deals with the adventures of Mr. Jean 
Perrigault in French Guinea: how the savages to find out a criminal undergo a kind 
of ordeal by drinking, eating, or at least tasting some poisonous plant or juice which 
is supposed to blind or kill the guilty while it doesn’t harm the innocent. In an- 
other case the author got a sore knee (predicted by a sorcerer) which was cured by a 
witch with strange charms conducted with a gourd-bottle full of cowries and a kind 
of pot with rice-corns, mice and little bones and a lid ornamented with the skulls of 
rats. He tries to explain these phenomena by suggestions. 


Dr. GERDA WALTHER. 
* eK KX 


The December-January, 1931-1932 issue of the “Tijdschrift voor Parapsychologie”’ 
contains the following principal articles: 

C. P. van Rossem: “A gentleman-medium and his trance-personalities’. The case 
of a medium for automatic writing and the planchette (something like the ouija- 
board), a very modern young man, former secretary to Herr Ballin, interested in 
sport, commerce, industry, technics, etc., who has nothing psychic whatever in his 
behaviour. His trance-personalities are entirely different from himself. One is the 
“Guide”, a poetical, philosophical and religious personality. Then there is the 
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“doctor”, who sometimes fetches another doctor to help him. The latter writes in old- 
fashioned German. The automatic writing as well as the movements of the planchette 
are entirely different according to the personality manifesting though always the same 
with the same personality. The planchette only works when another person sympathetic 
to the medium, mostly his wife, assist. The author and the editor think this 
assistance really only consists of giving the medium a feeling of confidence and does 
not add supplementary forces. I am inclined to think this erroneous. Some protocols 
of sittings with this medium are reproduced. In several cases the ‘doctor’ was con- 
sulted though neither the medium nor very often those who were seeking advice 
knew what was wrong. The doctor's diagnosis nearly always turned out to be right. 
Thus he once said the size of an internal tumour was about 24 cm. which turned out 
to be right after an operation. According to him one of the causes of cancer is a 
want of Potassium*, Calcium, or Magnesium in the body at a given time. Entirely 
vegetarian diet is to be observed as remedy. The medium is not in a state of trance 
while these personalities manifest, they seem to be entirely different from the medium, 
yet the author (and Dr. Dietz in a postscriptum) leaves open the question whether 
they can not be explained animistically after all. 


Drs. D. H. Prins jun. “Causality, determinism, and psychical research”. The 
article as far as it is reprinted in this issue deals with the discovery and conception 
of the law of universal causation in philosophy (Spinoza, Hume, Kant) and natural 
history, especially physics (Tycho de Brahe, Galileo; Kepler, Newton). He shows, 
that causality in many cases seems to be not strictly deterministic but a mere prob- 
ability, that it becomes less and less cogent in modern physics: equally causality in the 
form of a strict determinism cannot be proved in psychology and history, as Windel- » 
band, Bergson and especially Rickert have shown, and it seems doubtful in biology 
according to the theories of Driesch and Uexkill. (To be concluded.) 


Drs. W. H. C. Tenhaeff: “Commentary on a case of clairvoyance.” A certain 
Mrs. Hes several times saw before her a girl with freckles on her nose in a little room 
in a hospital. She said the face looked as if she ought to know her but she couldn't 
remember who it was. Later on it turned out to be the child of a former neighbour 
about whose illness Mrs. H. didn’t know anything at the time. What interests the 
author in the case is, that the clairvoyant vision was only partial, so that the girl was 
not recognised by the psychic. He thinks this fact is worth while of investigation 
and quotes some other cases in which the same thing was observed. Thus Prof- 
Oskar Fischer of Prague in his book “Experimente mit Raphael Schermann’” narrates 
how he asked Schermann to describe the person of whom he, Prof. Fischer, was 
thinking, which he did without ever noticing that it was Schermann himself whom 
the professor had in mind. Other cases are taken from Mr. Krall’s experiments with 
Ninoff, Dr. Osty’s experiments with Mme. Kahl, experiments with Mrs. Leonard. 


Dr. GERDA WALTHER. 
* KK * * 


The “Tijdschrift voor Parapsychologie”’ for February-March 1932 contains the 
following principal articles: 


H. N. de Fremery: “Fifty years of psychical research”. A survey of the work 
of the British S.P.R. from the date of its foundation until now in connection with 
its 50th anniversary. 


Drs. D. H. Prins jun.: “Causality and Determinism in Psychical Research’ (con- 
clusion). The fact of precognition seems to demand the belief in a deterministical 
order of things, the question is, what kind of determinism it is. Several theories, 
upon which the author enters in detail, attempt an explanation. Thus René Sudre 


* This suggestion is by no means a new one. Ed. 
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(“Introduction a la métapsychique humaine’) thinks of an “eternal present’. Dr. 
Osty is not quite of the same opinion (“La connaissance supranormale”’). He 
shows that the precognition of the future changes, one might say “grows’’, and be- 
comes more and more exact the nearer the predicted event is approaching (Bergson’s 
theories would suggest a similar notion). All in all, the possibility of applying the 
law of universal causation is quite different in the different domains of reality. It 
must be found out how far it will go re psychic phenomena. 


Felix Ortt: “On the demonstrative power of thumbprints.” In contrast to Dr. 
Tenhaeff's opinion expressed in his article on ‘‘Ideoplasty and Spiritualism’ in the 
November issue, the author thinks that physical phenomena can be just as good proofs 
for survival as psychic phenomena. What Prof. Hyslop wrote about the latter in this 
“Contact with the other world’ would apply to them also. The thumbprints of 
Judge Hill are of such a conclusive kind that psychic research must bow before the 
facts and the hypothesis that best suits them without any predilection for one ex- 
planation or another (spiritualism or animism) just the same as other sciences do in 
their domain. 


Drs. W. H. C. Tenhaeff: “Spontaneous Paragnosy’’+ natrates a case of phantasm 
of a dying man communicated to him by a Mr. J. van Hout, O. 1, who dreamt his 
brother who was living a few hundred kilometers away (both in Sumatra), was 
burning and crying for help. This was verified later on first by a telegram and then 
by a letter. 


Drs. W. H. C. Tenhaeff: “Magic in Tibet’. Surveys some reports on super- 
normal happenings in Tibet (Hayden, Sven Hedin, Bodanovitch, Desideri, Huc, Mme. 
Blavatsky) and begins an extract from the book of Mme. Alexandra Davis- 
Neel: ‘““With Mystics and Magicians in Tibet’”” (London 1931). (To be continued.) 


Dr. GERDA WALTHER. 


+ Otherwise described as ‘metagnomy’, i.e. the faculty of supernormal knowledge. Ed. 
** KK * 
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THE ACTION OF MIND UPON MATTER 


VIEWS OF A YALE PROFESSOR 
The following is quoted from the New York Times for Dec. 28, 1931 


“Modern philosophers and psychologists, in studying the mind are find- 
ing it necessary to go back to principles laid down by Aristotle and Hegel, 
according to Dr. Wilbur M. Urban, Professor of Philosophy at Yale Uni- 
versity. 

“These traditional principles, which hold that the mind cannot be under- 
stood except as seen in its relation to the sub-conscious and objective minds 
and spirit, must be accepted, he said, to avoid recurrent crises in psychology. 

MATERIALISM Is CRITIZED 
Criticizing the materialistic concept of matter, Dr. Urban said: 


“It was always clear, as indeed it is today, that matter, if used on the 
sense of the sciences which have formulated our conception, obviously fails 
to explain or to make intelligible the characteristics of life—self-movement— 
or the comprehension of things in space and time, which is one of the char- 
acters of mind. Moreover, the living organism has in its constitution an 
integral character, a subtlety of coordination and spontaneity of adaptation 
that no knowledge of physics or chemistry would enable the spectator to 
predict. In other words, matter itself becomes fully intelligible, reveals its 
full possibilities, what is really is, only when life supervenes upon it, when 
it, so to speak, expresses itself in life. 

“Similarly, life reveals what it really is only when mind supervenes upon 
it. No study of zoology or biology would enable us to predict the occurences 
among living creatures of a Plato or a Shakespeare, a Newton or a Beethoven. 
Their employment of faculties, doubtless first used for survival, in the inter- 
est of ends having nothing to do with survival, is intrinsically unintelligible 
where life is taken in the exclusively biological sense.” 

FREUDIAN IDEAS ARE QUESTIONED 

There is growing up a conception of mind which, if thought out, will 
involve a philosophy of mind and of its place in nature, Professor Urban 
declared, and continued: 

“The mind is recognized as being different from any other aspect of 
nature in that it is intentionally directed upon something. 

“Our increasing sense of the depth of mind has been accompanied also 
by an increasing sense of its breadth and extent. One can see this, for 
instance, in psychoanalytical theory and practice. The conviction grows, ap- 
parently, that Freudian psychology of the individualistic type is inadequate 


to handle completely those disorders of the personality, the essential meaning 
of which is their unconsciousness. 
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“A notion of organic or common consciousness, we are told, seems to 
be necessary. It is increasingly realized that the individual and his behavior 
can be neither understood nor can it function efficiently unless his activities 
are linked with those of social mind. Still less is anything like a social psy- 


chology possible without some similar notion of the influence of objective 
over individual mind.” 
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THE REALITY OF PSYCHIC PHENOMENA............-------2+--+--000--+ W. J. Crawford 

Se CI annieniiscsionesincrnicenimimnincenicnmniininnmussoni W. J. Crawford 
EXPERIMENTS IN PSYCHICAL SCIENCE..........-----------0-00--0--0000« W. J. Crawford 

THE CASE FOR SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY.............------0+--ceece--s0-0-20+ Arthur C. Doyle 
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CURIOSITES DES SCIENCES OCCULTESG...........-..-----0+--0--eeeeeeeeee+ P. L. Jacob 

PsYCHICAL AND SUPERNORMAL PHENOMENA............----------- Dr. Paul Joire 

Le Livre Des Menus... iiespanckietneapesias Allan Kardec } 5, reference 
Qu EST CE QUE LE SPIRITISME............-.-.-------c-scosee-seeee-ee- Allan Kardec +7 403 
has csoteussniiletallspaleisliniedNlaasaighia Allan Kardec ” 
I I Me si incctiinicishninienthseninepcestunibeaniensioan Sir Oliver Lodge 
Ee ee STE Ee Samuel McComb 

7a Cutan oF Fercuonerar... ss. Charles Henry McDermott 
SUPERNORMAL FACULTIES IN MAN..........---.--------0+eeeeeeeeeee=+ Eugene Osty 

I se cacti tetbnindenicienasinae Preface by J. Arthur Hill 


I FN lt E. W. & M. H. Wallis 


NOTE dias 
The three works by Allan Kardec have been placed in the Reference Library. The remain- 
ing volumes in the above list are added to the general Library and will be available for 
circulation among members.—Ed. 
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